
                        

 

Science Forum South Africa 2021 

presents 

Transformative Innovation Policy: Perspectives from South Africa 

The Transformative Innovation Policy (TIP) South African team would like to invite you to a 

panel discussion on Transformative Innovation Policy: Perspectives from South Africa. The 

session will take place on Thursday, 2 December, from 09:00 to 10:30. 

The Science Forum South Africa (SFSA) is an initiative by the Department of Science and 

Innovation. The seventh exhibition of SFSA seeks to 'Ignite Conversations about Science' and 

will be hosted on a digital platform from 1- 3 December 2021. The forum provides a platform for 

DSI and partner organisations to share information regarding programmes, initiatives and receive 

input on new policies and strategies. Furthermore, the SFSA prioritises the mission of advancing 

the Pan-African agenda. Historically, the forum has been incremental in igniting new 

partnerships and spearheading science for society. 

System-wide transformation requires innovative solutions, but new technological interventions 

alone cannot solve these complex problems. Social innovation is required too. We seek to 

understand the role of science, technology, and innovation policy in driving a transformative 

development agenda and how we can rethink and reframe our approaches and models. 

TIP proposes a new approach to support innovation that addresses societal and environmental 

challenges. It builds on the possibility of alternative futures, the potential of citizen movements, 

firms, governments, and knowledge organisations, and the co-creation of solutions through 

participatory approaches. 

Since 2017 when South Africa became a member of the Transformative Innovation Policy 

Consortium (TIPC), the South African Community of Practice has been growing, with several 

public development initiatives using the ideas of transformative innovation policy in areas such 

as water and sanitation, renewable energy, entrepreneurship, human settlements and education. 

Our session seeks to share the practice of these teams' practice to learn how they are adopting 

and adapting transformative innovation policy thinking to shape their policy interventions in 

South Africa. How does – and how can - TIP offer new models to inform our strategies to 
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implement the Sustainable Development Goals? We have invited representatives from the United 

Nations Development Programme, the Water Research Commission and DSI's Hydrogen and 

Energy. All have successfully led policy experiments and will highlight why TIP is important in 

the South African context and the critical role played by the government. 

You may register for SFSA 2021 here 

For more information or questions, please email Ms Robyn Ehryn Williams at 

tipevent2021@uj.ac.za 
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